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SOCIAL PLANNING AND RESEARCH COUNCIL OF HAMILTON 

350 King Street East, Suite 104 
In-Person Meeting 

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026 

6:00pm 
  

MEETING MINUTES 
 

PRESENT:  Jean Samuel, Chair, Rocco Gizzarelli, Armaan Dattani, Marina Fensham, Barb 
Flaherty, Sugam (Sue) Basnet, Vanessa Scanga 
 
REGRETS:   
 
STAFF: Kim Martin, Executive Director; Sarah Burnett-Murray, Executive Assistant; and Ted 
Hildebrandt, Senior Social Planner 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

Jean Samuel called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 
 

1.1 Land Acknowledgement 
Marina Fensham presented the land acknowledgement and shared a YouTube video clip of 
“Bottlenecked” by Spy Dénommé-Welch & Catherine Magowan which is a new piece of 
classical music through an Indigenous lens.  
Link:  https://youtu.be/8_luMePvUB0?si=Du5XKJiW66sKRlKe  
 

1.1.1 Assign for Next Meeting 
Rocco Gizzarelli will present the next land acknowledgement. 
 

1.2 Chair’s Remarks 
Jean Samuel reflected on the dedication of the directors and the amount of work 
accomplished by the Board and committees throughout this Board term. 
 

1.3 Equity Placement 
The Board reviewed the equity placement. 
 

1.4 Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
There were no declarations of conflict of interest. 
 

1.5 Approval of Agenda 
Motion:  Armaan Dattani moved to approve the agenda.  Barb Flaherty seconded. Motion 
carried. 
 

2. Consent Agenda 

• Previous Board Minutes – March 17, 2026 

• Governance & Finance Committee Minutes – January 27, 2026 

• Nominations Sub-Committee Minutes – February 24, 2026 

https://youtu.be/8_luMePvUB0?si=Du5XKJiW66sKRlKe
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Amend the March 17, 2026 Board meeting minutes to amend the last bullet point in section 
2 to read “Reviewed the key challenges and opportunities at the systems level.” 
 
Amend the February 24, 2026 nominations sub-committee meeting minutes to amend 
Vanessa Scanga as the meeting chair and Jean Samuel sent regrets. 
 
Motion:  Rocco Gizzarelli moved to approve the consent agenda with the noted 
amendments.  Vanessa Scanga seconded. Motion carried. 
 

3. Discussion Items 
 

3.1 Executive Director’s Report 
Kim Martin presented the executive director’s report.   
 
The executive director presented changes to the federal Lobbying Act legislation and 
implications for SPRC Hamilton given its broadened definition of lobbying and reduced time 
thresholds. 
 
Motion:  Armaan Dattani moved to approve to register SPRC Hamilton as a lobbyist 
according to the new federal Lobbying Act legislation.  Marina Fensham seconded.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Renewed Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) Agreement 
Motion:  Rocco Gizzarelli moved to approve the Public Health Agency of Canada 
Community Action for Prenatal and Child Health Program (CAPCHP) funding agreement 
effective from April 1, 2026 to March 31, 2030.  Barb Flaherty seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion:  Barb Flaherty moved to approve the transfer of $7,300 from the stabilization 
reserve to the operating fund to support operational requirements as outlined in the March 
31, 2026 draft audited financial statements.  Armaan Dattani seconded.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  Jean Samuel moved to approve the executive director’s report as presented.  Sue 
Basnet seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
 

3.2 Committee Reports 
 

3.2.1 Governance and Nominations Committee 
 

a) Approval of Board Candidates 
Armaan Dattani provided the Board an update on prospective Board candidates. 
 
Motion:  Armaan Dattani moved to approve Alice Plug-Buist, Ron Farrell, Charles 
Mensah, and Michael Blashko, as recommended through the Governance & 
Nominations Committee, in accordance with the organization’s by-laws and 
governance policies.  These candidates will be elected at the Annual General 
Members Meeting on June 16, 2026.  Barb Flaherty seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
3.2.2 Audit and Finance Committee 
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a) Approval of Draft Audited Statements 
Barb Flaherty presented the draft audited statements to the Board. 
 
Motion:  Barb Flaherty moved to approve the draft audited financial statements for 
the fiscal year ended March 31, 2026, as presented.  Marina Fensham seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 

3.3 Approval of 2026/2027 Operating Budget 
Kim Martin presented the 2026/2027 operating budget to the Board. 
 
Rocco Gizzarelli advised that the Governance & Nominations Committee should consider 
re-evaluating 3.1.3 Operating Plan and Budget Policy that references the requirement of not 
having a deficit budget. 
 
Motion:  Barb Flaherty moved to approve the 2026/2027 operating budget as presented.  
Marina Fensham seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

3.4 Risk Assessment Report 
Kim Martin presented the 2026 risk assessment report to the Board. 
 

3.5 Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Accessibility (DEIA) Action Plan Update 
Kim Martin presented the DEIA Action Plan Update including staff feedback. 
 

Marina Fensham left the meeting at 7:43pm. 
 
3.6 Fundraising Update 

Kim Martin updated the Board on the fundraising plan to date, including the 60th anniversary 
fund which will be announced at the June 23rd event.  This new fund will run from June 2026 
to June 2027.  Directors were asked to please consider possible connections they have who 
may wish to donate to the organization. 

 
4. In Camera 

The Board went in camera at 7:59pm and returned to the regular meeting at 8:15pm. 
 

5. Mentimeter Meeting Evaluation 
The directors were provided a QR Code to complete the survey. 
 

6. Adjournment 
Vanessa Scanga moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:17pm.  Barb Flaherty seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________   
Director Signature 
 


