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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We acknowledge that the land on which we work this work is situated upon the traditional 
territories of the Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Mississaugas. This 
land is covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, which was an 
agreement between the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabek to share and care for the 
resources around the Great Lakes. We further acknowledge that this land is covered by the 
Between the Lakes Purchase, 1792, between the Crown and the Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation. We hope to honour the spirit of the Dish With One Spoon agreement by 
working to build a nation-to-nation relationship with Indigenous communities in Hamilton. 

ABOUT SOCIAL PLANNING AND RESEARCH COUNCIL OF HAMILTON 

The Social Planning and Research Council of Hamilton (SPRC) is an independent non-
profit and community-based research organization. SPRC promotes equity, informs policy 
and planning decisions, and increases community engagement to improve social 
conditions. We accomplish this through research and program evaluation, policy analysis, 
community partnerships, and program delivery. SPRC is funded by the United Way Halton 
Hamilton, The City of Hamilton City Enrichment Fund, and through independent service 
contracts. 

To learn more about SPRC, visit sprchamilton.ca.  

This report was prepared by the Social Planning and Research Council of Hamilton: Lilly 
McDougall (BSW Student), Joelle McNeil, and Alana Westervelt. 

For more information, please contact sprc@sprchamilton.ca.  

© Social Planning and Research Council of Hamilton 2025 

Creative Commons License: CC BY-NC 

This license enables re-users to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon the material in any 
medium or format for non-commercial purposes only, and only so long as attribution is 
given to the creator. 

Social Planning and Research Council of Hamilton 
350 King Street East, Suite 104 
Hamilton, ON, L8N 3Y3 

(905) 522-1148  
Email: sprc@sprchamilton.ca  Website: www.sprchamilton.ca 
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Context for Discussion  
On June 24, 2025, the Social Planning and Research Council of Hamilton (SPRC) held our 
annual community impact event to reflect on and share the impact of our programs in the 
community over the past year. In attendance were SPRC staff, board members, and 
members of the community. This year’s event also included a screening of the 
documentary “A Matter of Justice: Climate Change in Black Communities in the Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton Area” by Dr. Ingrid Waldron, which examines how local Black 
communities disproportionately experience climate injustice. 

Following the screening, Dr. Waldron and SPRC staff facilitated discussions to reflect on 
factors which contribute to Black and other marginalized communities being 
disproportionately impacted by climate change, how communities can mobilize to 
advance climate justice, and how the SPRC can support communities in their efforts. The 
findings from the table discussions were shared within the larger group and analyzed by 
SPRC staff to create this summary report.  

What is climate justice? Why is it important? 

As described by Dr. Waldron, a climate justice framework examines the social, economic, 
and political factors that make some communities more vulnerable to climate change. 
Across Canada and the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA), Black, Indigenous, 
racialized, and immigrant communities have been particularly affected by climate change 
due to systemic barriers. 

Climate change is a human rights issue: we must act now for the future of current 
residents of the GTHA and generations to come. Addressing climate change requires 
inclusive, equitable solutions which account for the perspectives of all populations – 
especially those who have been excluded or underrepresented.  

Summary of Table Discussions 
Question 1: 
What are some of the social, economic, and political factors that contribute to 
the greater exposure and vulnerability of Black and other marginalized 
communities to climate change impacts and devastation?     

Discussions highlighted how it is not a coincidence that Black, Indigenous, and other 
marginalized communities are disproportionately exposed to the impacts of climate 
change - rather, it is the result of historical and ongoing colonialism, systemic racism, 

https://youtu.be/NptN_MWexvw?si=CX4gSD7AXerCkKWn
https://youtu.be/NptN_MWexvw?si=CX4gSD7AXerCkKWn
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economic exploitation, and political exclusion. These political, social, and economic 
factors are all deeply interconnected and compounding. Dr. Waldron’s documentary 
further highlights how these communities have been excluded from discussions and 
decision-making related to climate justice. 

Social Factors  

• Black, Indigenous, and racialized populations across Canada experience 
environmental racism and racism when accessing housing and other services. 

• Black and other marginalized communities are more likely to live near highways, 
waste sites, and industrial areas due to discriminatory zoning policies and financial 
redlining – increasing their exposure to health hazards and climate events while 
reducing equitable access to clean air, water, and greenspace. 

• Pre-existing health disparities among marginalized communities make members 
more vulnerable to climate-related illnesses. 

Economic Factors 

• Black and racialized populations in the GTHA systemically experience higher rates 
of income insecurity and unemployment. 

• Members of Black and other marginalized communities are disproportionately 
employed in industries, such as agriculture and construction, which may be more 
at-risk to extreme climate events. 

• Low-income Black and other marginalized populations disproportionately live in 
buildings or areas with lesser infrastructure and that are more susceptible to 
heatwaves, flooding, and other climate events.  

• Rising costs for private-sector housing and long waitlists for public housing force 
low-income populations to stay in housing that leaves them susceptible to the 
impacts of climate events. 

• Lower-income communities often lack the financial buffer or socio-economic 
resources to address climate change and rebuild after floods or other disasters. 

• Black and Indigenous folks are overrepresented among the unhoused population in 
the GTHA and are particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change. 

Political Factors 

• Black, Indigenous, and other marginalized communities have had their voices 
systemically excluded from policy discussions and decision-making, leading to 
climate solutions which fail to consider their unique needs. 
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• Participation in social movements is a luxury and requires commitment which many 
community members may not be able to offer.  

• Lack of government accountability, enforcement, and action to address systemic 
climate injustices – such as when tenants are left without cooling systems during 
heat waves or major polluters are not paying their fair share. 

o Resources and funding for communities to prepare for or recover from 
climate disasters are disproportionately allocated to wealthier, whiter areas. 

• Hamilton does not respond to extreme heat the same as winter weather – there are 
no laws governing maximum temperatures in rentals, and in recent heatwaves, 
there have been no additional shelter spaces and minimal cooling programs when 
compared to the City’s winter response strategy. 

Question 2: 
How can communities galvanize and mobilize to address these issues and 
advance climate justice? 

These discussions explored how members of Black, Indigenous, and other marginalized 
communities can increase their awareness, start conversations, and build capacity within 
their communities to advance climate justice. As community members, we must bring 
attention to the severity of the climate crisis and actively avoid normalizing inequitable 
conditions. Spaces like that created by the Impact Event were identified as opportunities 
for people to share, learn, and connect. To mobilize toward climate justice, it is imperative 
that marginalized communities have access to space and resources to have their voices 
meaningfully heard, and that they can create and see the impacts of their work. 

Action Items 

• Black and other marginalized populations can collaborate with different 
communities and organizations to advocate and mobilize towards climate justice. 

o Need for engagement with community leaders, including Elders. 
• Workshops can be held for communities disproportionately affected by climate 

change to obtain expertise and share crucial information about climate justice. 
• Social media can be a tool to combat climate change misinformation, meaningfully 

reach people through storytelling, and allow communities to create their own 
narratives around climate justice.  

• Communities can leverage pre-existing connections in their neighborhoods and 
identities - social connection is essential to mobilize, address common concerns, 
and share knowledge and resources. 
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o Communities can develop emergency preparedness teams to engage in 
mutual aid and support members when crises, such as heatwaves, occur. 

• Each neighborhood, with the potential support of councillors, can create tailored 
climate solutions and contingency plans to equitably meet community needs. 

Question 3: 
What resources and expertise can the SPRC leverage to support communities 
in their efforts to advance climate justice? 

Our discussions highlighted how the SPRC can collaboratively support marginalized 
communities in their efforts to advance climate justice by leveraging our existing 
programming, data, resources, and expertise.  

Action Items 

• The SPRC can harness existing facilitation skills to support communities in 
understanding how climate change is impacting them and to build capacity for 
advancing climate justice. 

• SPRC can identify, connect with, and advocate alongside community leaders and 
organizations working towards climate justice in Hamilton. 

o climate justice, especially among newcomers and in marginalized 
communities. 

• Opportunities for collaboration with the City of Hamilton in implementing their 
Urban Forest Strategy and other climate-related initiatives to ensure continued 
equitable applications.  

• SPRC can leverage publicly available data and our expertise to map 
neighbourhood assets, including tree canopies, energy poverty, and flood-risk 
areas. 

• Through the Financial Empowerment Project, SPRC can explore connecting low-
income households to potential funding opportunities to improving their individual 
client resiliency, such as the Better Homes Hamilton program. 

• SPRC can advocate for re-introducing Neighborhood Action Strategies in 
partnership with the City, with a renewed focus on climate justice while 
incorporating the knowledge and expertise of Indigenous land stewards and 
community members with lived experience. 

• SPRC can adapt programming, including Tastebuds and CAPC, to emphasize 
climate justice’s connection to food accessibility and community health.  

• To address rising concerns of food insecurity, the SPRC can explore partnerships to 
implement solutions such as community gardens. 
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• Support organizations which serve marginalized communities, such as food banks, 
to improve their preparedness for events such as floods, heatwaves, and blackouts.  

Conclusion and Next Steps 

Climate justice is central to the future wellbeing of our communities. As described by Dr. 
Waldron in her documentary, we must harness the wisdom, perspectives, and passions of 
local communities to strengthen our collective abilities and confront the inevitability of 
climate change.  

As an organization, the SPRC commits to working towards advancing climate justice in an 
equitable way. We must prioritize supporting climate adaptation among the most 
disproportionately affected communities and those who have been pushed away from the 
movement towards climate justice. We acknowledge that this work must be completed in 
collaboration with and led by community members with lived experience and expertise, 
with adequate compensation for their efforts and knowledge. We also recognize the need 
for continued cross-sectoral collaboration with other organizations in the community. 

It is our hope that this report can be used to advance conversations about climate justice 
Hamilton, empower our communities, and, most importantly, inform action. We would like 
to acknowledge and thank all who supported and participated in our Community Impact 
Event this year, as well as our programming throughout the year.  

For additional resources on climate change initiatives and climate justice in Hamilton: 

• “A Matter of Justice: Climate Change in Black Communities in the Greater Toronto 
and Hamilton Area” by Dr. Ingrid Waldron 

• The City of Hamilton’s Climate Action Strategy. 
• Environment Hamilton 
• Urban Climate Alliance - Environment Hamilton 

 

https://youtu.be/NptN_MWexvw?si=CX4gSD7AXerCkKWn
https://youtu.be/NptN_MWexvw?si=CX4gSD7AXerCkKWn
https://www.hamilton.ca/home-neighbourhood/environmental-stewardship/environmental-plans-strategies/hamiltons-climate
https://www.environmenthamilton.org/
https://www.environmenthamilton.org/urban-climate-alliance

