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New data shows more single people are excluded from Ontario's post-pandemic 
economy 
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Growing homelessness including encampments across Ontario, and record levels of visits to food banks, are two visible signs 
of further social and financial marginalization of Ontarians who cannot find a foothold in the post-pandemic employment and 
housing markets. 

This report puts in context Ontario's social assistance system accessed by a growing number of people who have no other 
choice, despite its inadequacies as a social safety net. This situation calls for immediate attention, and the Social Planning 
and Research Council of Hamilton joins organizations across Ontario to advocate to residents, policymakers, and politicians 
to take action to reverse these trends. Maytree's recommendations from their Welfare in Canada report provide a blueprint for 
actions that are needed in the short term. Complete reform of social assistance into a basic income model must also be 














