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The upcoming Ontario election on February 27, 2025 is an opportunity for all parties to commit to taking bold action on 

poverty in our province. 

 

Feed Ontario has created an Election Platform Tracker to assist voters in understanding what each of Ontario’s four major 

political parties have promised to do to address poverty. This is a live document that will be updated periodically as new 

commitments are announced.  

 

Learn more and take action at feedontario.ca/election25  
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Social Assistance (Ontario Works & Ontario Disability Support Program) 
 

 
  

  

Increase OW 

rates  

(Currently 

$733/month 

for a single 

person) 

No new proposed policy Double OW rates1 No new proposed policy Double OW rates2 

Increase ODSP 

rates 

(Currently 

$1,368/month 

for a single 

person) 

Index ODSP rates to 

inflation3 

Double ODSP rates  

(phased in over two 

years)4 

Double ODSP rates 

(phased in over two 

years)5 

Double ODSP 

(immediate 

implementation)6 

Reduce 

clawbacks on 

earned 

income and 

benefits 

No new proposed policy No new proposed policy No new proposed policy Allow recipients to keep 

the first $1,000 earned 

without penalty, exempt 

EI, CPP and WSIB from 

clawbacks and no 

clawbacks on the Canada 

Disability Benefit7 

Reform social No new proposed policy No new proposed policy No new proposed policy Eliminate any 
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assistance 

rules  

unnecessary red tape, 

reporting requirements, 

and other barriers 

  

Remove ODSP from the 

purview of Employment 

Ontario 

  

Consult people with lived 

experience in the design 

of poverty reduction 

programs and services8 

Other: 

Income 

Assistance 

Provide taxpayers with a 

$200 rebate9 

 

Advocate that the federal 

government urgently 

and significantly expand 

worker protections, 

including employment 

insurance and the Wage 

Earner Protection 

Program10 

Negotiate a joint federal-

provincial income 

assistance program to 

support people whose 

livelihoods are impacted 

by tariffs11 

 

Remove provincial 

income tax on any 

income supports for 

workers who experience 

tariff-related job loss12 

Boost the Low-Income 

Workers and Families 

Tax Credit13 

Ensure shelter 

allowances reflect the 

shelter costs where 

people live14 
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Affordable Housing 
 

 
 

 
  

Build & repair 

more social 

housing  

No new proposed policy Provide grants, low-cost 

public financing, public 

land, fast-tracked 

approvals and other 

supports to enable the 

construction, 

acquisition and repair of 

at least 300,000 

permanently affordable 

homes15 

Eliminate the Ontario 

Land Transfer Tax for  

non-profit homebuilders  

 

Get more co-op and 

rental apartments built 

by removing punitive 

and discriminatory extra 

taxes that increase costs 

and drive up rents and 

charges16 

Renew community 

housing units and 

create a new capital 

repair program 

  

Increase funding for 

community living 

agencies 

  

Work with nonprofits to 

build 250,000 new 

affordable homes, 

including access to 

capital to purchase 

market rental buildings 

to maintain affordability 

in perpetuity, introduce 

preemptive right-to-buy 

for nonprofits, and 

lease all suitable public 

land for permanently 

affordable housing at 

no cost 
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Work with Indigenous 

housing organizations 

to develop and fully 

fund 22,000 deeply 

affordable homes17 

Build more 

supportive 

housing 

$378 million to create 

19 homelessness and 

addiction recovery 

treatment hubs, with up 

to 375 highly supportive 

housing units18 
19 

$75.5 million for 

programs that provide 

more long-term stable 

housing and temporary 

accommodations for 

those living in 

encampments20 

Create 60,000 new 

supportive housing 

units 

  

The province will 

finance affordable 

housing, shelters and 

homelessness 

prevention programs 

for municipalities while 

maintaining locally 

focused delivery in 

partnership with 

municipal service 

managers21 

Eliminate the Ontario 

Land Transfer Tax for 

non-profit 

homebuilders. Get more 

co-op and rental 

apartments built by 

removing punitive and 

discriminatory extra 

taxes that increase costs 

and drive up rents and 

charges22 

Build 60,000 permanent 

supportive homes with 

guaranteed funding for 

supports 

  

Utilize a Housing First 

model 

  

Deploy supportive 

modular housing 

projects on provincially 

owned land and create 

financial incentives to 

help advance these 

technologies 

  

Increase funding for 

women’s shelters and 

transitional and 

supportive housing 

  

Increase funding for 

culturally appropriate 
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transitional housing 23 

Expand the 

portable housing 

benefit 

$5.5 million to top up 

the Canada-Ontario 

Housing Benefit (COHB) 

to free up emergency 

shelter spaces for 

people living in 

encampments by 

helping people living in 

shelters move into 

longer-term housing424 

Work with the federal 

government to boost 

the Canada-Ontario 

Housing Benefit25 

No new proposed policy Extend financial support 

to 311,000 Ontario 

households via the 

portable housing 

benefit26 

Strengthen rent 

control, including 

ending vacancy 

decontrol (raising 

rent between 

tenants) 

Capping rent increases 

to 2.5% for 2025 

(applies to current 

tenants living in rental 

units that were 

occupied for the first 

time before November 

2018)27 

Expand rent control to 

all units28 

 

Bring back vacancy 

control29 

 

Ban Above Guideline 

Rent Increases30 

Introduce phased-in 

rent control to provide 

stability for current 

renters 

 

Establish a provincial 

rent bank to provide 

short-term, interest-free 

loans for vulnerable 

tenants facing financial 

emergencies31 

Expand rent control on 

all buildings 

  

Reinstate vacancy 

control and create a 

rental registry 

  

Put a moratorium on 

above guideline rent 

increases and create a 

task force to look into 

the overuse of AGIs 

  

Increase requirements 

for landlords to ensure 

that vacancy is required 

for renovations before 
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filing an application for 

an N13 

 

Ensure that any 

buildings with six or 

more units with below 

mid-range rents, if 

demolished, are 

replaced with at least 

the same number, size 

and type of units with 

rent similar to those 

that were demolished32 

Other: Landlord 

Tenant Board 

(LTB), Legal Aid 

Ontario (LAO) 

Allow LTB staff to 

overlook small mistakes 

in applications and give 

executives the power to 

reassign cases to a new 

adjudicator if the 

original one fails to 

complete a hearing33 

 

LAO moving to a three-

year increase to 

financial eligibility 

thresholds for family 

and criminal duty 

counsel and criminal 

certificate services34 

The Landlord and 

Tenant Board should 

deny any landlord’s 

application to evict if the 

tenant is being told to 

withhold rent to pay 

their landlord’s missed-

tax bill35 

 

Implement reforms 

before the Ombudsman 

Report into Landlord 

Tenant Board delays36 

Resolving new landlord-

tenant disputes in under 

two months and clearing 

the disastrous 53,000-

case backlog at the 

Landlord-Tenant Board 

urgently.37 

Reform the Landlord 

and Tenant Board by 

adding transparency to 

the appointment 

process, and return to 

in-person hearings 

ensuring the process is 

fair for both landlords 

and tenants 38 
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Quality Jobs 
 

 
 

 
  

Raise the 

minimum 

wage to a living 

wage 

No scheduled increase 

to minimum wage past 

$17.20 on October 1, 

202439 

Increase the base 

amount and tie it to 

inflation40 

No new proposed policy Increase to $20 and 

increase with inflation41 

Protect workers 

by improving 

the 

Employment 

Standards Act 

to prevent 

wage theft and 

other rights 

violations, 

protect gig 

workers, and 

provide greater 

supports  

Employers who publicly 

advertise a job posting 

to disclose whether the 

posting is for an existing 

vacancy or not.  

 

Prohibition against 

requiring employees to 

provide a medical 

certificate for short-term 

sick leave under the ESA. 

 

Maximum fines for 

individuals convicted of 

an offence under the 

ESA would be increased 

from $50,000 to 

$100,00042 

Improve regulations and 

fines on wage theft43 
44 

Classify gig workers as 

employees and bring in 

equal pay legislation45 

 

Introduce 10 days paid 

leave46 

Develop a bill of rights 

for gig workers that 

ensures transparency in 

compensation and 

enables workers to 

better advocate on their 

own behalf47 

Implement a “Gig 

Workers’ Bill of Rights,” 

including: a presumption 

of employee status and 

the ABC test, payment 

for all hours of work, 

compensation for 

necessary work-related 

expenses, and making 

gig work count towards 

Permanent Residency 

applications 

  

Close the loopholes that 

can lead to precarious 

work, including stricter 

regulations relating to 

the temp agency 
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industry 

  

Mandate that temp 

agency workers earn the 

same as directly hired 

workers when they do 

the same work, and that 

temp workers must 

become full hired 

employees after three 

months 

  

Implement 10 paid sick 

days 

  

Legislate equal pay for 

equal work48 

Improve WSIB 

(aka Worker’s 

Comp) 

Rebating WSIB surpluses 

to safe employers and 

reducing business 

premium rates from 

$1.30 to $1.25 per $100 

of insurable payroll49 

End the practice of 

deeming (when an 

injured worker receiving 

WSIB is retrained for a 

new job, and WSIB 

reduces their 

compensation by the 

wages they should be 

making, regardless of 

whether they are actually 

able to get that job)  

 

No new proposed policy End the practice of 

deeming51 
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Increase loss-of-earnings 

rates from 85% to 90% 

to lift workers out of 

poverty50 

Make it easier 

for workers to 

unionize 

No new proposed policy Return to a simple card 

certification system 

  

Remove barriers to 

newly unionized 

workplace’s first contract 

being implemented 

  

Ban the use of 

replacement workers 

during job disputes52 

No new proposed policy Make it easier to form 

unions by extending 

card-based certification 

to all sectors and 

implement an industry-

wide bargaining model53 
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Other Poverty Reduction Measures 
 

 
 

 
  

Increase funding 

in the Ontario 

Student 

Nutrition 

Program  

Accept federal funding 

of $108.5 million over 

three years for the 

Ontario Student 

Nutrition Program 

Create a Universal 

School Food Program 

and increase funding to 

First Nations school 

food program54 

Quadruple funding for 

school food programs55 

Immediately double the 

number of students that 

can access the Student 

Nutrition Programs and 

expand it to be 

province-wide by 203056 

Reduce the cost 

of living on 

essentials 

(Food, 

transportation, 

utilities) 

 

No new proposed policy 

 

Create a Monthly 

Grocery Rebate indexed 

to inflation for family 

households who earn 

less than $100,000 a 

year and $65,000 a year 

for individuals57 

 

Provide free or 

discounted heat pumps, 

and reduce energy costs 

by providing 5859 

 

Make municipal transit 

more affordable and 

Eliminate the provincial 

component of 

Harmonised Sales Tax 

(HST) on hydro and 

home heating bills60 

 

Create a tax credit worth 

20% of the installation 

cost of energy-saving 

technologies at home, 

such as heat pumps61 

Stop giving hydro rebate 

cheques to the wealthy 

and redirect that money 

to help low and middle-

income earners offset 

costs through retrofit 

and energy upgrades 

  

Introduce strict anti-

gouging and collusion 

laws on grocery 

corporations 

  

Offer rebates of up to 

$5k for electric cars and 

$1k for e-bikes and used 
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reliable by restoring 50% 

of provincial funding 

 

electric cars 

  

Provide a free heat 

pump program for 

households with 

incomes under $100,000 

and zero-interest loans 

for households over 

$100,00062 

Mental Health 

& Addictions 

Invest $530 million to 

create 27 HART Hubs 

supporting people 

struggling with addiction 

and mental health 

issues63 

 

Starting in 2024, $396 

million over three years 

to improve access and 

expand existing mental 

health and addictions 

services and programs64 

Establish universal basic 

mental health care and 

increase funding to 

community mental 

health service providers  

 

Establish wage parity for 

health care workers in 

community settings to 

ensure community 

primary care providers 

can also offer mental 

health support 

  

Fund the addition of 

detox beds and 

residential treatment 

beds65 

Introduce universal 

mental healthcare under 

OHIP by expanding the 

Ontario Structured 

Psychotherapy 

Program66 

 

Deliver team-based care 

with evening and 

weekend support, 

integrated home care 

for seniors, and 

accessible mental health 

services for children, 

youth, and teenagers 

 

Provide wraparound 

support to help people 

recover from addictions, 

including rapidly 

Include mental health 

and addiction care for 

all under OHIP 

 

Increase community 

mental health sector 

base budgets by 8% 

 

Invest in the creation 

and expansion of mobile 

crisis response teams 

 

Integrate mental health 

and addictions services 

into Family Health 

Teams and walk-in 

clinics  

  

Bring wages of mental 

health workers up to par 
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building supportive 

housing units 

with others in the sector 

  

Decriminalize drug use, 

reopen safe 

consumption and 

treatment sites and 

expand the number of 

sites, prioritizing areas 

with high opioid deaths 

like the North 

  

Increase access to 

publicly funded 

treatment beds67 

Child Care Cap child-care fees at 

$22 per day for families 

enrolled in Canada-wide 

Early Learning and Child 

Care programs68 

 

$1.3 billion for school 

and child care 

infrastructure69 

 

Deliver on $10/day child 

care and create 53,000 

new, public or not-for-

profit affordable 

childcare spaces 

  

Establish a regional 

waitlist to make it easier 

to find quality child care 

close to home70 

 

Create a workforce 

strategy to make jobs in 

child care good careers, 

including implementing 

No new proposed policy  Increase wages and 

funding to ensure 

providers can pay fair 

wages while maintaining 

participation in the $10-

a-day program72 
73 

Create grants for non-

profit centres that wish 

to expand in 

underserved regions  

  

Create a childcare plan 

that is proactive, publicly 

managed, predictable 
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a wage grid and decent 

work standards71 

and integrated, and 

invests in areas without 

adequate care74 

 

Sources 
 

All platform promises summarized in this document have been taken from literature published by the parties, public 

statements they have made, or correspondence with party officials.  

 

A copy of this document was provided to all parties in advance of its release for an accuracy check. If you are a party 

representative and note an inaccuracy in this document, please contact Ashley Quan, Senior Manager of Research & 

Government Relations, at ashley@feedontario.ca  

 
1 https://www.catherinefife.com/ndp_if_you_re_looking_for_change_ford_s_budget_is_not_for_you 
2https://www.facebook.com/mike.schreiner/videos/ow-and-odsp-are-well-below-the-cost-of-living-in-ontario-life-is-simply-unafford/915050517038676/ 
3 https://www.timminspress.com/news/doug-fords-increase-to-disability-payments-legislating-poverty-says-advocate 
4 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/odsp-benefits-ontario-election-1.7465028 
5 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/odsp-benefits-ontario-election-1.7465028 
6 https://mikeschreinermpp.ca/the-government-underfunding-odsp-autism-program/ 
7 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
8 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
9 https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005241/ontario-providing-taxpayers-with-200-rebate 
10 https://ontariopc.ca/only-doug-ford-has-a-plan-to-protect-ontario-autoworkers/ 
11 https://www.ontariondp.ca/news/stiles-unveils-plan-defend-workers-fight-back-and-build-more-tariff-proof-ontario 

12 www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/25-02-toronto_platform.pdf 
13 https://bonnieforontario.ca/opportunities/economy/ 
14 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
15 https://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/ontario_ndp_platform_0.pdf 
16 https://ontarioliberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/More-Homes-You-Can-Afford_Backgrounder.pdf 
17 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
18https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/health/ford-pledges-tough-new-legislation-to-dismantle-homeless-encampments/article_515c06ec-d29e-576d-bf92-

253bf5e9801c.html 

 

mailto:ashley@feedontario.ca
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20 https://static.ontariopc.ca/uploads/2025/02/PCPO_PlatformBooklet_2025_02_23_v05_SPREADS.pdf  

21 https://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/25-02-southwest_platform-4871.pdf 
22https://ontarioliberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/More-Homes-You-Can-Afford_Backgrounder.pdf 
23 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
24 https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005484/ontario-restoring-safety-to-parks-and-public-spaces 
25 https://www.ontariondp.ca/news/marit-stiles-and-ontario-ndp-are-your-side-real-solutions-end-encampments 

26 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
27 https://news.ontario.ca/en/bulletin/1004771/ontario-capping-rent-increases-at-the-lowest-rate-in-canada 
28 https://ham.ontariondp.ca/news/ndp-end-exemption-it-s-time-rent-control-all 
29 https://www.ontariondp.ca/2024-rent-hikes 
30https://www.jessicabellmpp.ca/_ontario_should_be_affordable_for_renters_mpp_bell_calls_for_a_ban_on_above_guideline_rent_increases_for_big_buildings 
31 https://ontarioliberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/More-Homes-You-Can-Afford_Backgrounder.pdf 
32 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
33 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/landlord-tenant-board-wait-times-1.7393601 
34 https://globalnews.ca/news/10945060/ontario-legal-aid-boost-reaction/ 
35 https://www.ontariondp.ca/news/renters-have-had-it-hard-enough-ndp-s-jessica-bell-calls-out-cra-decision-forcing-tenants-pay 
36 https://www.ontariondp.ca/news/ontario-ndp-calls-ford-protect-access-justice-ontario 
37 https://ontarioliberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/More-Homes-You-Can-Afford_Backgrounder.pdf 
38 https://gpo.ca/2023/05/04/ontarios-renters-and-landlords-trapped-in-a-broken-system/ 
39 https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1004366/ontario-raising-minimum-wage-to-support-workers 
40 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-new-minimum-wage-living-wage-1.7339466 
41 https://gpo.ca/2023/03/31/doug-ford-doesnt-care-about-ontarios-workers/ 
42https://www.fasken.com/en/knowledge/2024/10/hr-space-more-employment-law-changes-proposed-in-ontarios-fifth-working-for-workers-bill 
43 https://www.sudbury.com/local-news/sudbury-mpp-wants-province-to-take-action-on-stolen-wages-9839035 

 

 
45 https://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/25-02-toronto_platform.pdf 
46 http://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/ontario_ndp_platform_0.pdf 
47 https://bonnieforontario.ca/opportunities/economy/ 
48 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
49 https://www.hcamag.com/ca/specialization/benefits/ontario-returning-25-billion-to-workers-employers-via-wsib-rebates/515133 
50 https://www.ontariondp.ca/news/more-empty-promises-ndp-mpps-say-injured-workers-deserve-better 
51 https://gpo.ca/2022/04/20/if-doug-ford-cared-about-injured-workers-hed-end-deeming-immediately/ 
52 https://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/25-02-southwest_platform-4871.pdf 
53 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
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54 www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/ontario_ndp_platform_0.pdf 
55 https://ontarioliberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/A-Plan-to-Do-More-For-You.pdf 
56 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
57 https://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/backgrounder_ndp_monthly_grocery_rebate.pdf 

 

 
59 https://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/ontario_ndp_platform_0.pdf 
60https://ontarioliberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Backgrounder-More-For-You-Tax-Cut.pdf 
61 https://ontarioliberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/A-Plan-to-Do-More-For-You.pdf 
62 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
63 https://static.ontariopc.ca/uploads/2025/02/PCPO_PlatformBooklet_2025_02_23_v05_SPREADS.pdf 
64 https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005133/ontario-expanding-access-to-mental-health-services 
65 https://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/ontario_ndp_platform_0.pdf 
66https://ontarioliberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/A-Family-Doctor-For-You_Backgrounder.pdf 
67 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 
68 https://www.ctvnews.ca/kitchener/article/most-ontario-daycare-costs-now-capped-at-22-per-day/ 
69 https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1005644/support-for-school-and-child-care-infrastructure-projects-in-ontario 
70 https://www.ontariondp.ca/sites/default/files/25-02-southwest_platform-4871.pdf 
71 https://amandarobertson.ontariondp.ca/news/child-care-shouldnt-be-afterthought-stiles 
72 https://gpo.ca/2024/12/03/clancy-tables-motion-to-create-more-childcare-spaces/ 

 

 
74 Correspondence with the Green Party of Ontario 


	Social Assistance (Ontario Works & Ontario Disability Support Program)
	Affordable Housing
	Quality Jobs
	Other Poverty Reduction Measures
	Sources

