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Chart 1.  CMHC average market rent in primary private rental units compared to inflation, City of Hamilton, 2001-2018 
Housing Information Portal, Rental Market Survey, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation  (CMHC) and 
Consumer Price Index, Statistics Canada  
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Data to help understand the rental crisis come from many sources. The Canadian Census has detailed data about rents, 
affordability, renters, and all types of rental units, but is only available every five years. The Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC) undertakes a detailed annual Rental Market Survey among private landlords of purpose built rental buildings 
(designated as the primary rental market). From this survey, CMCH publishes an indicator they call “Average Market Rent” (AMR), 
which is an average of rents paid by current renters and rents being asked for by landlords for vacant units. Monthly data about a 
small portion of rents is available on various private rental market websites. Data from these websites do not include rents paid by 
current renters, nor any rents advertised outside of their network, but may give a general indication of how fast rents may be 
increasing when units turnover (at which point landlords in Ontario are not constrained by rent control policies). Because Census 
rental data and CMHC Average Market Rent include current renters, their average rent statistics are substantially lower than rent 
data from rental websites, which only include rents for a portion of available units2, and no data from currently rented units. 
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Chart 2.  Average annual increase in CMHC average market rents in primary private rental units, City of Hamilton, selected 
neighbouring communities and Ontario, 2010-2016 and 2017-2018 
Housing Information Portal, Rental Survey, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation  (CMHC) 

Chart 3.  Indicators of rental housing unaffordability , all rental units, City of Hamilton, selected neighbouring communities 
and Ontario, 2016 (chart corrected 11/29/19) 
2016 Census, Statistics Canada 
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